[Antibodies to meningococcal antibodies in the sera of patients and donors].
The comparative study of sera taken from healthy persons (pooled sera of 100 donors, 6 individual serum specimens) and sera taken from patients with meningococcal meningitis (pooled sera of 10 patients with meningococcal infection, group A, and 6 individual serum specimens from patients with meningococcal infection, groups A, B, C) was carried out by the method of immunoblotting. All proteins from healthy donors were found to contain antibodies to meningococcal iron-regulated protein (IRP) of 85 kD, designated as TbpB. In 30% of donor sera the presence of antibodies to meningococcal IRP of 34 kD (FbpA) was registered. Moreover, donor sera were found to contain antibodies to meningococcal IRP of 45 kD. The sera taken from convalescents were found to have the increased content of antibodies to IRP of 70 and 85 kD and somewhat lesser content of antibodies to proteins of 98, 44 and 34 kD. As regards other (non iron-regulated) proteins, in the process of convalescence the most intensive antibody production was observed with respect to minor protein with a molecular weight of 50 kD, as well as proteins of class 5, characterized by molecular weights of 30 kD and less.